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The first issue of the Burmah Road Gospel Hall Prayer Letter came out on 16th October, 1997 and with it, the holding of the first BRGH Mission Night.

Lately certain misunderstandings arose as to the role and responsibilities of The Mission Night and The ECHOS. This is just inevitable with the passing years and new people around. On this 8th Anniversary of the Mission Night and The ECHOS we would like to trace back our footsteps and recollect our roots for the sake of those who have just joined us, as well as for those who stand on the outside of this circle of prayer-partners.

The Mission Night was started for a few reasons:

1) There was little interest and awareness in Missions among the assemblies at that time. Hardly anyone had any news information about our assembly missionaries, their spheres and services for the Lord. Many were well-acquainted with inter-denominational missions like OM, OMF, Wycliffe, etc. and a number who were interested in missions joined them. It was not surprising because there was little mission interest and encouragement then from the assemblies. Even then, we praise the Lord that there was this mission interest (mainly on their own individual initiative) and many answered the Lord’s Call to serve in missions, but hardly any went out with our assembly missions.

2) However, at about this time, some mission interest was stirred up in this area. The Malaysian Missionary Services (MMS) had commenced and at long last assembly believers started to have a better idea of what Malaysian assembly missionaries were doing and also how to channel gifts to them. Also, a year ago, KC Ung, who was then an elder of Burmah Road Gospel Hall was commended by the assembly as a Bible teacher to serve in the assemblies in Penang, Malaysia and Singapore. This was the first time such a commendation service was held at BRGH. Consequently, two representatives from other Penang assemblies were invited to witness the occasion.

3) It was on the 1st Anniversary of KC Ung’s commendation that the Mission Night and the first BRGH Mission Prayer letter were introduced.

a)
At that time, KC was in the BRGH Oversight as an elder. He was concerned …

i.
that the assembly believers were relatively ignorant of assembly missionaries and missions when they were familiar with other many missionary organisations and their work;

ii.
that up to then, though there were a good number who had gone out from the assemblies to serve in the mission fields, hardly any one served in the assembly missions;

iii.
that the assemblies and their leaders were themselves not showing much interest in missions, and giving towards missions was poor except for the regular terminal and festival fellowship gifts with local missionaries, and foreign missionaries who had served in Penang before;

iv.
that there was hardly any mission conference or mission meetings to stir up mission interest among the assemblies;

v. 
that there was hardly any mission literature for the members to read, when, in actual fact, there were good assembly mission magazines around but they were not introduced to the members;

vi. 
that the attendance at the BRGH weekly prayer meeting was very poor. 

b)
It was with the above concerns in mind that KC proposed to the BRGH Oversight that the third Wednesday of each even month be reserved to pray for missionaries and missions. This was accepted and a Mission Committee was formed.

c)
The clear objectives then were:

i.
To create mission awareness and interest among the members in BRGH in particular and then, perhaps those in Penang and elsewhere later. For a start, we would concentrate on assembly missionaries (those associated, commended and sent out by assemblies) to start new assemblies or work among the assemblies. This line was chosen initially to correct what was lacking among the assemblies at that time.

ii.
To act as a mission agency to keep the assembly members informed of mission updates so that the believers can pray intelligently. This would be done by inviting and introducing assembly missionaries to report on their ministry and also through oral reports on Mission Nights, as well as through the publication of the then BRGH Prayer Letter which was later changed to The ECHOS to cater to its wider circulation.

iii. 
To channel fellowship gifts to assembly missionaries and missions.

For the first Mission Night in 1997, it was just mostly oral reporting of mission news received from our assembly missionaries and the simple BRGH Prayer Letter listing out daily prayer items for each month. Even from the beginning, the objective of creating mission interest in assembly missionaries was largely achieved when more assemblies in Penang joined in so that it was no more confined to BRGH but every Mission Night we had almost all assemblies in Penang represented.

On the way, over these eight years, things might have changed but the need to involve assembly members to pray for assembly missionaries who are involved in assembly work remains our priority. Above all, we would like to see more assemblies being involved in and supporting assembly missions (as their hallmark is never to publicise their needs) and more assemblies being strengthened and established for the Lord through their ministry. We would like to see also many more from the assemblies being called out to serve in and among the assemblies, now that they are more conscious of their responsibility towards missionaries and missions. We thank the Lord too that over these eight years, bro. Andrew Cowell and sis. Chan Mei Lai had heard the challenge of Missions on Mission Nights and had gone out to serve the Lord in Indonesia.

We thank the Lord that on this 8th Anniversary of Mission Night and The ECHOS that the Lord has been gracious to use us for the extension of His Kingdom and we thank you, our prayer-partners, for supporting and encouraging us in our ministry for Him.

Join us in praising the Lord for His eight years of blessing Mission Night and The ECHOS. We look forward to more years of His abundant blessings as we seek and do what we can with His enablement for the extension of His Kingdom. 

Oh that Thou wouldest bless (us) indeed, 

    and enlarge (our) coast,

and that Thine hand might be with (us),

    and that Thou wouldest keep (us) from evil,

         that it may not grieve (us)!

I Chr. 4:10
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